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POTENTIAL PARTNERS

• Vernon Hills Park District
• Vernon Hills Public Works
• Vernon Hills High School
• Lake County Stormwater Management Commission
• Lake County Public Works
• Long Grove Park District
• Des Plaines River Watershed Workgroup



GOALS FOR SULLIVAN WOODS PILOT PROJECT



• Restore stream morphology: 

1.5 miles of 
stream 

• Restore 27 acres of floodplain 
wetlands using pools and 
riffles.

• Create educational 
opportunities at all levels.

• Sullivan Woods Steam &Wetland 
Restoration













Indian Creek

Seavey Ditch



HYDRIC SOILS 





- Trees - > 8 inch diameter at breast 
height (dbh)

- Shrub - > 3 feet in height; < 8 inch 
dbh

- Herbaceous - < 3 feet in height



NATURAL RESOURCE OF SULLIVAN WOODS

Layer Number of Species Dominant Species

Tree 15 Boxelder; European 
buckthorn

Shrub 17 European buckthorn; 
Honeysuckle

Herbaceous 53 Honeysuckle; reed 
canary grass; European 
buckthorn



SILVER MAPLE

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



RED OAK

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



EASTERN COTTONWOOD

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY



CRACK WILLOW

This Photo by Unknown Athor is licensed under CC BY-
SA



Honeysuckle canopy with little or no herbaceous layer



FLORISTIC QUALITY INDEX (FQI)

• FQI for vegetation found during natural resource 
evaluation and wetland delineation was calculated 
at 25.23 and “essentially has no significance from a 
natural area perspective.”

• In 2016, Neal Marsh had an FQI of 55.6; “this is an 
extremely rare and of paramount importance.  
These landscapes represent less than 0.5% of the 
land area in the Chicago region.” (Swink and 
Wilhelm, 1994)
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