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Vernon Hills Park District Employee Awarded for Professionalism at 
 IAPD/IPRA Conference 

 
La Grange, IL– On January 27, 2023, the Illinois Park & Recreation Association (IPRA) honored 
Lacy Marinenko from the Vernon Hills Park District with the IPRA Young Professional of the Year 
Award, for her commitment and excellent service to parks, recreation, and conservation in 
Illinois. Ms. Marinenko was recognized during the IAPD/IPRA Awards Program at the IAPD/IPRA 
Soaring to New Heights Conference, held at the Hyatt Regency Chicago. 
 
The IPRA Young Professional of the Year Award recognizes an up-and-coming leader in the field 
of parks and recreation, is given to an individual with less than eight years of experience, and 
someone who shows a great deal of promise in becoming a future leader in the field. 
 
"On behalf of IPRA, I would like to extend my congratulations to Lacy for being recognized by 
her peers with this award. Her dedication to her team and to the profession is admirable and 
we look forward to her future contributions to the field.” – Barbara Arango, CAE, IPRA Executive 
Director 
 
Lacy Marinenko  began her career with the Vernon Hills Park District in 2015, where she started 
as a certified fitness instructor before being promoted Facility Supervisor of the Lakeview 
Fitness Center. She was further promoted to the role of Facility Manager in 2021. In her role as 
Facility Manager, she oversees the full operations of the entire 33,000sf facility, manages 
multiple budgets and develops strategies for membership recruitment and retention. Lacy 
volunteered to become a certified CPR/First Aid instructor for the district, and provides 
required training for all full time and part time staff. She has been an instrumental participant 
in the multi-million dollar renovation of the Lakeview Fitness Center.  
 
As a valued member of the project team, her input always considers fiscal responsibility and 
providing the best for our membership. In her spare time, Lacy continues to support our 
profession by serving on the Joint Conference Committee (Chair-Elect 2023), serving on the 
IPRA Facility Management Section Executive Board and serving on our local high school career  
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advisory council. In this capacity she acts as an ambassador for our profession of parks and 
recreation.  
 
Under her quiet and effective leadership our district's fitness facility has seen a 50% increase in 
programming, growth in membership, staff retention at an all time high and community 
involvement. Lacy's mindset constantly focuses on what's next. She is goal-driven and often 
perseveres when faced with challenges. Lacy listens to her team, helps them develop their 
potential, and fosters a work-place culture that encourages new ideas and innovation. Her 
infectious smile and positive attitude are unwavering.  
 
A complete list of IPRA Award winners is available on the IPRA website, ILipra.org. 
 
Established in 1944, the Illinois Park & Recreation Association (IPRA) serves nearly 3,000 park, 
recreation, and conservation professionals throughout the state, and is a national leader in 
providing premier education, networking, and resources. For more information about IPRA, its 
board and mission, please visit the IPRA website: www.ILipra.org.  
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