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Vernon Hills Park District Recognizes Park Board Commissioner David Doerhoefer on 20 Years of Service
The Vernon Hills Park District proudly recognized Park Board Commissioner David Doerhoefer for 20 years of distinguished service during a special presentation at the November 20, 2025 Park Board meeting. Park Board President Carol Sente presented Doerhoefer with an official Illinois Association of Park Districts Service Award, honoring his two decades of exceptional leadership and dedication to the community.
Current and former Park Board members, the Park District’s former Executive Director, and several local elected officials attended the presentation.
Elected to the Board of Commissioners in 2005, David has provided visionary leadership, personal integrity, and a lifelong commitment to advancing parks and recreation in Vernon Hills. During his tenure, the Park District secured significant grants that supported major projects and improvements, including:
· Acquisition of the Lakeview Fitness Center
· Acquisition of the Century Park South property
· Enhancements to the Turtle Creek Waterpark
· Construction of a new Maintenance Facility
· Renovations and upgrades to multiple parks and facilities
David has also played a key role in strengthening community partnerships with local organizations, schools, and civic groups. These collaborations led to innovative programs and expanded services that enhanced recreational opportunities for residents of all ages.
Under his leadership, the District earned numerous honors, including the 2021 National Recreation and Park Association’s Gold Medal Award for Excellence. The District has also maintained its Illinois Association of Park Districts Distinguished Accreditation since 2006.
“David has been an extraordinary leader whose passion for parks, recreation, and community service has shaped our district for the better,” said Park Board President Carol Sente. “We are deeply grateful for his two decades of unwavering commitment.”
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